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first edition, dates back as far as the yea*1 1885, and
Sir William Anson's great text-book, TJte Law and
Custom of the Constitution, was composed in 1886.
Many things have happened in the interyal. It has
been a period of rapid movement, of intense intel-
lectual activity, of almost unexampled scientific and
mechanical progress, of momentous changes in the
world outside these islands, of much shifting of
social and industrial forces within them. All this
has left its impress upon our public polity. The
shaping process of ages has not ceased during the
past thirty or forty years, and there is ample warrant
for taking stock of the situation.

"An observer," says Bagehot, in his opening
sentences, "who looks at the living reality will
wonder at the contrast to the paper description.
He will see in the life much which is not in the
books; and he will not find in the rough practice
many refinements of the literary theory." The
hint may perhaps - be applied even to his own
fine and penetrating study. Anxious to distinguish
between the working principle and the "literary
theory," he, like some other critics of his time, laid
special stress on those features which had been
inadequately appreciated by their predecessors. In
their writings, the transformation of the older English
aristocratic constitution into a kind of ministerial
republic is accomplished; we are bidden to recog-
nise the effacement of the Crown, and the House of
Lords, the weakening of the ancient " checks " and
" balances," the practical sovereignty of the House

the possible effects of the Act of 1867. But the book itself was
vrritten before that statute, and it "describes the English
Constitution as it stood in the years 1865 and 1866."